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BRIFF CHROLNOLCGY OF WVAITS DURING 1967

3~13 January - Conducted Amphibious Refresher Training off Silver Strand

and Del Far, California.

13 January

1 February - Inport San Diego, California, preparing for
deployment to Western Facific,

1 February

15 October - Deploved to Vestern Facific. Operated as & unit
of Amphibious Ready Group BrAVO (TG 76.5).

20 liarch

2 April - Acted as FCS for Operation Beacon Hill I, Tuang

Tri, Hepublic of Vietnan,

20 kiarch - Captain Hobert F., STANTON, USH, relievecd Captain Vincent F, FTIIFY,
USN, as Commanding Officer, USS I'OMTICTLIO (IAT=35),

15=17 liarch - Acted as SCS for Ixercise Cperation Hilltop VII, Chin “an,
Okinawa.

22 April - 12 iy - Acted as PC3 for Operation Beacon Star, Tuang Tri,
Republic of Vietnan.

15=-27 ¥ay - Acted as 303 for Operation Relt Tight, Juwang Tri, Iepublic of
Vietnam.

16 June = 2 July - Acted as SCS for Operation Beacon Torch, “uang Tri,
Republic of Vietnam.

3-17 July - Acted as SCS for Operation Beaver Track, Cuang Tri, Republic
of Vietnam.

20-26 July - Acted as 505 for Operation Bear Chain, Cuang Tri, Hepublic
of Vietnam.,

1=3 August - Acted as SCS for Operation Kangaroo Kick, an amphibious feint

off Hue, Republic of Vietnam.




" | ; ASSIFTED :
CONFIDENTIAL-

27 August = 6 Sertember - Acted as PCS for Operation Belt Drive off
wuang Tri, Republic of Vietnam

7 September - USS LONTICELIO (ISD-35) was relieved on station in Nanang,
hkepublic of Vietnem by USS TORTUGA (ISD-26) and
USS WINDEAL COUuMTY (I8T-1170).

13-18 September - Inport, Hong Kong, B.C.C.

23-29 September - Inport, Yokosuka, Japan.

15 October - Arrived in San Diego, California after eight and one~half wmonth
deployment in “estern Pacific.

27 liovember - 6 December - Acted as FCS for Exercise Operabion Blue Iotus

off Southern California coast.

Y
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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF USS KONTICELIO
1 JANUARY - 31 DECHRER 1967

I. Conmand Organization and Relations

Ceptain V. r. KELIEY, USI commanded the USS LONTICTIIC (ISD-35) from
the beginning of the year until 20 larch when he was relieved by Captein
He I"e STANTON, U3N, on station off the Cua Viet River, "mang Tri Province,
Republic of Vietnam, Captain STAUTON served in this caracity throughout the
remainder of the year,

TONTICELLIO falls uncder the administrative control of Commander Amphibious
Squadron NINE, anc while in the Western Pacific came under the operational
control of Commander, U, S, Seventh Fleet, and operated as a unit of fimphib-
ious Force, Seventh Fleet (TF 76) and fmphibious eady Group B2AVC (TG 74,50,
MOHTICELIO is homeported in San Diego, California, with home yard at U. 7.
Neval Shipyerd, Iong Beach, California.

The siiip's basic wission is to provicde transpertatior, amphibhious
mobility, and logistic suprort to embarked larine detachments. The shinp heos
the capacity of transporting 301 troop officers and men, and has lerge well-
deck, mezzanine deck, and super deck areas to transport trucks, Jecps,
amphibious tracked vehicles, and landing craft, and has a helo deck to
provide vertical mobility.

During the year, several larine and Naval orgenizations were attached
to FOHTICELIO. During operastions from 15 Farch to 1 April, units of larine
Battalion Ianding Tean 1/l, were embarked. On 4 April, men and equipment of

BLT 3/L were loaded for transportation to Ckinawa. In Ckinawa, elements of

BLT 2/3 were loaded aboard, and throughout the remainder of the cruise this




Beachnaster Unit One, WESTPAC Detachment, comprised of 27 men and
two officers, was attached to MONTICELLO during her tenure in ARG BRAVO.
One detachment of UDT 1l persomnnel was permanently attached to the ARG,
and was carried by MONTICELLO from 22 August to 6 September., Throughout
the cruise MONTICELLO carried boats and boat crews of Assault Craft
Division 11, |

II. Ship's Qperations

The year began with USS MONTICELLC at U. 5. Navel Statior, San Diego,
conducting routine upkeep while the crew enjoyed the holiday leave period.
On 3 January the ship got underway for Coronado Roads to commence Amphibious
Operational Training, for which MCONTICELLO received a grade of EXCELLENT
from the Amphibious Operational Training Unit.

From 13 January through 31 January, the ship was in port in San Diego,
finishing up last-minute details in preparation for depioyment. Cn 1
February the MONTICELLU departed San Diego to begin her seventh deployment
to the Western Pacific since commissioning in 1957. MONTICELLO sailed for
Hawaii in company with USS PRINCETCH (LPH-5), USS CGDEN (LPD-5), and USS
SEMINOLE (AKA=10/). PRINCETON carried a unit of Naval Reserve officers
acting in training as a Convoy Commodore and staff. The transit to Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, was uerked by frequent drills and maneuvers, as well as by
several gunnery exercises utilizing radio-controlled target drones carried
on and launched from this ship.

On 9 February the MONTICELLC entered Pearl Harbor for a two-day inport
veriod prior to proceeding to WestPac. On 11 February, again in company with
FRIICETON, OGDEN, and SEMINOLE, the MONTICELLQO departed iHawail enroute
to Danang, Republic of Viet Nam. At 14223527 February this ship crossed the

International Date Line into the Domain of the Golden Dragon. On

17 February
*IRANE Y




[BMFDE

AE IR}

a party of 20 officers and men from LONTICELLO were helo-lifted to the
PRINCETON to assist Commander, Amphibious Squadron WINE in conducting the
PRINCETON's annual Operational Readiness Inspection. The next day, 18
February, MONTICELLO chopped to the Operational guidance and control of
Commander, SEVENTH FLERT,

27 February saw MONTICELLO entering Danang Harbor to deliver equipment
and supplies picked up in San Diego and Hawaii. From 1-3 March MONTICELLO
steamed to Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines, and spent the next two
weeks inport there, loading equipment and supplies for the forthcoming operations.
On 8 March MONTICELLO relieved USS THOMASTON (LSD-28) as a member of ARG BRAVO
and came under the operational control of CTG 76.5. At this time ARG BRAVC
was commanded by CAPT R. L. COCHRAN, COMPHIBRON SEVEN, and consisted of
USS PRINCETON (LPH-5), USS MONTICELLO (LSD-35), & USS OGDEN (LPD-5). On 15
March RADM F. B. GILKESON, COMWNAVBASESUBIC, and RaDM J. T. BURKE, CCMPFIBF(CR-
SEVENTHFLT, officially visited the ship. Elenents of BLT 1/l also embarked
aboard MONTICELLO on tais day, for transportation to Viet Haui.

16-18 larch the MOWTICELLC was enroute to the RVH coast, on 20 March
commenced her firsi combat operaticn of the year, as Primary Control Ship
of QOperation Beacon Hill I, on the Quang Tri coast just nortn of Cau Viet
River, This day was aiso marked by change of command, CAPT R. F. STANTON, USN
relieving CAPT V. F. KBLLEY, USN, thus becoming the ship's eleventh commanding
officer., COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT (CTF 76) again visited the ship and conveyed his
congratulations and appreciation to the officers and crew for their contributions
to the operation's success.

Operation Beacon Eill I was launched to disrupt and destroy certain

large units of North Vietnamese Arry infiltrators which had concentrated in
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the area just south of the DMZ. It was during this operation that the bloody

battle for Hills 88l and 861 were fought, and the NVA were disentrenched from
vital positions overliooking the Khe Sanh airstrip.

On completion of the operation on 6 April, MCNTICELLO left the combat
zone for Buckner Bay, Okinawa. She arrived 11 April, and spent three days
loading men and equipment of BLT 2/3.

During the Ckinawa visit, MONTICELLC participated in Ixercise
Operation Hilltop VII, intended to train ships and lMarines in amphibious
combat operation procedures. A new concept in amphibious warfare was tested
during these exercises, that of having the Primary Control Ship remain
underway while launching LVTs and controlling their progress down the boat
lane to the beach. This proved to be difficult, but was successfully executed
and was used in several subsequent operations in RV,

On 17 April MONTICELLO and other ships of TG 76.5 departed Okinawa for
the RVN coast, arriving off Hue on 20 April. This same day, at O0200H, while
steaming in lifeguard station during replenishment of USS OGDEN (LPD-5)
by USS NAVASOTA (AO-106), BT3 Fredrick Bornemann, 6$& L3 84, USK, of the
OGDZN, was accidentally knocked overboérd. In spite of limited wvisibility,
and due to the qguick response of MONTICELLO's 00D, CIC and rescue boat crew,
the man was safely recovered in less than twenty minutes.

22 April marked D-Day for Operation Beacon Star. Two waves of LVTs
were landed at the Cua Viet, and additional troops were landed in. scheduled
helicopter waves. On-call waves consisting of landing craft with artillery,
tanks, and ONWTOS were landed at the Dong Ha Bridge Ramp. The purpose of
this operation was to search for and destroy elements of NVA insurgents

known to be operating in the area.

1. See Encl (1) of Encl (2), ppe. 2-3 ’G_:}%é%: Q{W
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During the twentv davs spent in support of Operation Beacan Star,
MONTICALLO found time to conduct many needed drills. On completion of the
operation, MONTICELLO backloaded elements of BLT 2/3 and prepared for the
next, Operation Belt Tight.

D-Day for Operation Belt Tight was 15 May. The ARG delivered a heliborne
assault force into the Dong Ha area, backed up by an administrative off-load
by landing craft of selected serials via the Dong Ha Bridge Ramp. This operation
marked the first use c¢f the underway-control method in an actual combat mission.
OGDEN served as PCS during this and the next four operations. On 20 lay, TOM
GREEN COUNTY (LST-1159) joined the ARG. On completion of the off-load, the ARG
sailed again for Subic Bay, arriving 29 May.

The period of 29 lay to 8 June was spent conducting much needed main-

tenance, whille the crew enjoyed their second visit to the Philippines after:

i}

seventy-four days of operating on the line. During this inport period USS

¢

PRINCETON (LPH-5) was relieved by USS TRIFOLI (LFH-10) as flagship of ARG
BRAVO and command of TG 76.5 was assumed by CAPT J. L. LOWENTROUT, USN, COMFHIBRON
WINE. On 8 June the ARG again departed for the RVN coast, and accomplished the
backload of BLT 2/3 at Hue on 11-12 June.

Operation Beacon Torch commenced 18 June, with the ARG landing two
scheduled waves of 1VTs and one on-call wave of landing craft with tank
platoon over the beach four miles south of Danang. Other troops and artillery
were landed by helicopter. This, again, was a search-and-destroy operation,
intended to catch the NVA units in an unprepared state.

On 2 July Operation Beacon Torch terminated, and the néxt day marked the
comnencement of Operation Beaver Track, which involved only heliborne troops
and artiliery, Selected serials consisting of 90 percent of BLT 2/3's

vehicles and virtually all the palietized cargo was administratively off-loaded

7 N Inclosure (1) .
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by landing craft at the Dong Ha Bridge Ramp. MONTICLLLC steamed in support

of this operation until it ended 17 July. On 6 July USS ST. Pill (Ca-73)

received shore battery fire while acting as Gunfire Support Ship for the ARG.

The shore fire came from Cap lLay, above the DIZ. ST. PAUL was not hit, but several
rounds landed near MOWTICELLO: as near as 800 yards. ST. PiAUL fired counter-
battery, and the shore fire ceased.

On & July USS TERRELL COUNTY (LST-1177) relieved USS TOW GRERN COUNTY
(LST-1159) as a member of the ARG BRAVO.

Only three days after the termination of Operation Beaver Track, iRG
BRAVO was called on again to deliver an assault force on the (uang Tri coast.
On 20 July Operation Bear Chain began, vith two scheduled waves of LVTs and
one scheduled wave of landing craft with tanks being landed in the surface
ship to shore movement, and additional troops and artillery transported to the
beach by helicopter.

During this operation, on 25 July, USS MORTON (DD-94L8) received shore
battery fire from Cap Lay while conducting gunfife support 10,000 yards
from MONTICELLO. Ho ship sustained damage, and counter-battery effectively
silenced the shore guns.

On completion of Operation Bear Chain on 26 July, HOWTICELLO was treated
to three days of beach parties at China Beach, Danang, hosted by the lMarines
of BLT 2/3.

Operation Kangaroo Kick commenced 1 August with an assault force of
troops and artillery delivered by helicopters to the coastal area north of
Hue. At H-Hour two waves of LVTs were empioyed in an amphibious feint
intended to distract and confuse the enemy. The waves turned away 600 yards
from the beach. Post-H-Hour action included the administrative off-load of
selected serials over the Col Co causeway and Hue Bridge Raup. On completion

of the backlioading, ARG BR4VO headed once more for the Philippines, arriving




in Subic Bav & Aupust.
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The ARG sailed for Viet Nam on 18 August with USS PAUL REVERE (APA-248)
who had relieved USS OGDil (LPD-5) as a member of the Ready Group during the
inport period. On arrival off Hue the ARG backloaded BLT 2/3 and spent the next
six days awaiting the next operation. During this time, on 21 August, Captain
V. F. KEllidY, USi, ex-Commanding Officer of MONTICELLO then assigned to
COMUSMACY staff, visited the ship.

27 August was D-Day for HMONTICELLO's eighth and final combat action
of the year, Operation Belt Drive, which consisted of two waves of LVTs and
several waves of heliborne troops landed across the beach midway between
Hue and the DMZ. MONTICLLLC acted as Primary Control Ship for this operation,
using for her first time the method of underway boat control pioneered and
used so successfully by ARG BRAVO.

During the six days following, while steaming in support of the Marines
ashore, MONTICELLO assisted the embarked UDT 11 detachment in conducting
beach surveys and surf observations in preparation for future operations in
the area. Also during this time the crew of the 1500th helicopter to land on
MONTICELLO's deck was treated to a specially prepared cake and a brief ceremony
commemorating the incident. This also marked the 600th helo-landing of the
cruise, and RaDlM F. . VAKNOY, COMPEIBFORSEVENTHFLT (CTF 76) visited 31
August to commend the ship on the event.

On 6 September MONTICELLO entered Danang Harbor for the last time in
the cruise, and was cheered by the welcome sight of USS TORTUGA (LSD-26)
and USS 7/INDHAM COUNTY (LSD-1170), there to relieve her. The next two days
were spent turning over equipment and information to TORTUGA and 'JiNDHAM
COUNTY, and MONTICELLO steamed for Subic Bay late 7 September. After a brief
twenty-four hours spent in the Philippines, the MONTICELLO was once again
underway; this time her destination was Hong Kong,

9 DECLASSIFIED

for a pleasant




{ive i&s‘s of rest and recreation in the shopping center of the Crient.

After Hong Kong, MONTICELLO stopped at Yokosuka, Japan, for five days,
and on 29 September began her long journey home.

Thirty-six hours out from Yokosuka the ship was forced to turn back
to return an emergency medical case, LT W. P. HARKER, Engineering Officer,
for immediate treatment. Underway again from Yokosuka, MONTICELLO chopped to
Commander, FIRST FLEET on 5 Cctober, and recrossed the International Date
Line at 062156%Z October,

MONTICELLO spent only twenty-four hours in Hawaii before departing 10
October on the last leg of her voyage. 15 Cctober marked the happy day of
homecoming for the crew and the weicoming crowd of relatives and friends.

The next thirty days were spent in leave and upkeep at U. S. Naval
Station, San Diego, Which ended 16 Wovember. 20-22 Noveumber independent
ship's exercises were conducted, preparing for the forthcoming Lxercise
Operation Blue Lotuse.

From 27 November to 6 December MONTICELLO participated in Operation
Blue Lotus, acting as Primary Control Ship for amphibious landings on the
Silver Strand and at Camp Pendleton, California. One unusual aspect of this
operation was thet MONTICELLO carried a total of 4& LVTs in the well for
the landing.

The remainder of December was spent inport in San Diego, with the crew
enjoying leave during the holiday season while routine maintenance and

upkeep were conducted on the ship.
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During 1967 MOHTICELLO was exceptionally busy; she participated in
elght combat operations and two exercise operations. For performsnce in
four of the combat operations she was awarded the Meritorious Unit
Commendatione. The ship anchored 65 times, ballasted 389 times, and landed
630 helicopters. She replenished with fuel or stores 33 times, of which

three were heliborne-stores transfers and 12 were conducted during darkness.
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